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Shall Revival THERE are not many present in this great gathering. 


who can visualise the wonderful extent of - 
Come Again? great heart of the Empire, as I can, for I was 


I exercised the early of m minist 


A autvelle , New Zealand, the islands of the Pacific, 
South Africa, Canada, and elsewhere, gather in the first week in January to pray with their 
kinsfolk in Britain. In Australia, and in New Zealand I have gathered with them, and I know 
when they open their newspapers to-morrow morning, and read of this meeting, and of how it 
was held at the invitation of the Lord Mayor of the mightiest city in the world, they will be 
thrilled, and encouraged, and there will be more zeal in their praying, for they will feel that at 
of our Lord and Saviour 
invitation the Universal Week of Prayer, issued by The World's Evangelical 
Alliance, speaks of several vital things : 

First : “' The situation is unprecedentedly urgent because of the rising tides of nationalism 
and racial patriotism and prejudice 

Second : “ The world situation is one urparalieled in danger.” 

°  ‘Therd : “ There is coming forward a generation who have thrown off the restraints of 
religion and of social sanctions which have held their ancestors for centuries.” 

This is a very stirring invitation, and reminds me of the Call to Prayer published by 
certain devout ministers in Scotland in 1744. It was a call so urgent ; so earnest ; so evidently 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, that amongst others it gripped the heart of that cultured and saintly 
philosopher Jonathan in U.S.A., and caused him te write his famous treatise calling for 
" United and extraordinary prayer,” which in its turn set many in America ablaze with prayer- 
ful earnestness, and later gripped the heart of Andrew Fuller of Kettering, and through him 
moved thousands, and is still working through the Foreign Missions of all denominations. 

But back of all this was the fact that in 1727 in Germany, a small band of Christians had 
set themselves to fervent prayer. On August 13th, 1727, lille entinimadl tek Holy Communion, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them in such measure, that it is recorded—as at tecost—the 
little band of 300 Moravians went out as flaming evangelists, and in twenty years established 
more Mission Stations and sent out more Missionaries than the whole evangelical church had 
done in 200 years. Through them William Carey in England was inspired and there came the 
mighty Missionary Movement to England. 

In our land also, in 1738, through these ¢, John Wesley and his brother Charies, were 
transfigured and , and with George Whitefield called the nation back to God, and 
England was saved bloody revolution, and new forces for righteousness were let loose. 

A century later when the fires were burning low again, and again there was a time of 

and dreadful fear, another great call to prayer was made. In Fulton Street, New 
York, from a small beginning the call to prayer rang throughout the United States of America, 
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He shall reign ! 
still called “The Year of Grace.” Then our day, or any other day, unless we pray. I 
Wales, Scotland and England were soon on ly know of earnest prayer groups in 


pri ‘ h Africa, New Zealand, Australia and all 
more people were added to the Christian parts of the United Kingdom and Ireland, who 
Church than in any other time in history. are literally pouring out prayers mingled with 
As in the 18th century, the movement did tears. They are obeying the Prophet's 


not begin with evangelists, but with groups _.injunction : “ Take no rest and give Him no 
who were ing the face of God in prayer: __rest,"’ and there are indications of revival. 
with individuals who fasted and prayed, His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury 


and wept as they prayed, bearing the sins of _ recalled the nation to religion, twelve months 
the people before God, ing the glorious ago, and now again just recently he broad- 
name afid sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ as cast his second call. The National Free 
they prayed. In both revivals it was a Church Council has done its part to send the 
literal fulfilment of the promise contained in call to all the Free Churches of the land, and 
Jeremiah 33. 3: “ Call wnto me and I will nowcomesthecallof The World's Evangelical 
answer thee and show thee great and mighty Alliance. All of these calls are to Prayer and 
things which thou knowest not."’ - Evangelism. Of machinery, organisations, 
As was the case 100 years earlier, the institutions, officials, and social service, 
movement was not brought about by we have more than abundance. Samuel 
evangelists, but it produced evangelists ... Chadwick just before his death reminded us : 
Charies Finney, D. L. Moody (whose “ The Church that lost its Christ was full of 
centenary we celebrated last year), Bishop good works. Activities are multiplied that 
William Taylor of California (whose great meditation may be ousted, and organisation 
work spread to New Zealand, Australia and _is increased that prayer may have no chance. 
South Africa), and the great British evangel- § Souls may be lost in good works as surely as in 
ists of those days, whose names are still evil ways. The one concern of the devil is, to 
revered. the saints from praying. He fears 
Again a Century has passed ; 200 years not from prayeriess studies, prayerless 
since John Wesley was converted, and 100 He laughs at our 
years since Moody was born, and again toil, He mocks at our wisdom, but trembles 
face a time of “ Unparalleled p nding when we pray.” 
“ A generation who have thrown off the Two hundred years ago mighty revival 
restraints of religion.” Surely it is like shook Britain and the World, and God was | 
reading the Old Testament, “And Israel glorified. One hundred years ago revival was 
again did evil in the sight of the Lord.” coming in like a glorious tide, and both 
Man changes, but God never changes. His _ revivals were the outcome of prayer. Shall 
power is still at our disposal. Pentecost was Revival Come Again? Certainly, if we give 
not a miracle never to be repeated, but, as ourselves to prayer! God help us to pray, 
Moody said in one of his last sermons: “I and to put prayer first, that instead of chaos 
believe Pentecost was but aspecimenday ... Christ may rule, instead of paganism, the 
if we would look on it as a specimen day,and Kingdom of God may come. 
prayed, we should have the old Pentecostal From the day of that tiny Church at Pente- 


fire here.” cost, surrounded by an antagonistic world and 
I believe that with all my heart and soul, _ invincible Empire, to the days when 


and I have seen it proved time after time. missionaries went out with no weapon but 
We are here to call the Empire and the World _ the Bible, no other power but the Holy Spirit, 
to prove it to-day, as we face the most no other hope but Christ and Him crucified, 
tremendous crisis in the World's history. the answer has been the same: 

Shall it be Christ or chaos ? Is there any ism “ Jesus shall reign where’er the sun; 


th his successive journeys run.” 


so powerful that it can dethrone our God 
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and from 1857 onwards praying groups met and His Christ ? 
in every English-speaking land throughout mighty that it can overthrow the and 
the world. By 1850 the revival was not only _— plunge the world into pagan night ? 

| bringing tens of thousands back to God in The Word of God gives us the answer ! 
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May the war soon end. 
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The Universal Week Prayer, 1938 
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: of spirit. He ial intercession was 
id be repeated all the Government, and 
would be an to write to the 
of Christ's Church. Secretary assuring 
needed to-day and responsibilities 
a vision to help them thy and 
ing depression and fear and lack of 
from both the 
, B.C., CANADA Secretary. 
verage attendance this year was about CAMBRIDG 
harmony and freedom. which has awakened The meetings this year have been the best we 
have had for a long time. We find that the policy 
of having the evening meetings in various Churches 
is justified. This has now been done for three years 
& new interest in the Week of Prayer has been 
ulated. 
THERTON, SOM. 
very 
every Ch 
a service 
to-day, ar 
sucking 
KENT 
about 4,000 souls the 
nited Communion Serv oo was about 1 
evening in the Congregational ‘tear said that 
of Prayer together * 
ONT., CANADA It had existed 
anglican, Baptist and United Churches failed to Methodist 
held unit services from Monday to Ay 
' most fraternal spirit. We feel the hat it migh 
into operation 
i said that “ 
place have I seen such 
tec 
hn, Observed the U perience have I been convinced 
anything as in this.” 
ALOP 
se the united meetings, 
The is created 
many 
of 
Lord's 
of i 
need of 
yn to 
We all 
1 we 
nday, | 
was 
icipate 
ve been 
idance. 
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4 The leaders 
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and united in 
; at Upton Pari 
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; we thank God 
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been a t 
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& in the spirit of 
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rts t 
read and understand thi 
that even to those that sit 
he unlearned it reveals i 
© know that things which 
, rom the wise and prudent 
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great Evangelical 
in the distinctive doctrines of Protestantism, 
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“ Though four centuries have elapsed, we reaffirm our faith in the 
namely, the supremacy of the Scriptures 


principles of the Reformation, especially 


, Justification by Faith, the Completeness 


of Christ’s Atonement, the Priesthood of all Believers, and the 
ment. We believe that they are still the cardinal and vita! 


‘Faith, and will lead ultimately to the world’ 


ight of private judg- 


$s regeneration and salvation. 


of America at Commemoration of 400th Anniver- 


the Protestant Churches 
Reformation. 


Resolution 
sary of the 


14 


nd and be 
| Bible and 
want no | 
work. 
to 
these 
Bible is 
It is the palladium 
i. ont: ies, a t 
it u it against us and 
nity at he 
vith a one who 
4 chains. his Book, “ 
nd espe Delaber and 
‘ he Bib l we, their 
4 US) see to it 
id” Bible. 
th brave o 
| | he was a-dying® 
out. For four 
kec in the light 
j long that the h God England shall 
ons of them to the old rhyme puts i 
plough, that the woman much and burned too weil 
h to the tune of her shuttle, 
should beguile with their 
3 Of his journey.” For 
this book is everybody's book and all who cl Judgment Day. 


Coptic, the 
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The Reformation Doctrine Scripture 
REV. McINTYRE, DD. 


theme of Scripture, so that we may say that 
Christ Himself is Scripture. The Bible is the 
charter of the Church’s liberties, the only and 
all-sufficient rule of faith and conduct. It is 
the supreme standard by which even the 
doctrines of the Church and the writings of 
the Fathers are to be tried. “ Holy Scripture 
is the faultless, most true, most perfect, and 


most holy law of God, which it is the duty 


of all men to learn, to know, to defend, and 
to observe.” As regards the interpretation of 
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century. In the yedr 1229 a Council was held tures came to be regarded as a word of life, 1 
at Toulouse under the presidency of the quick and 
Papal Legate. The fourteenth canon is to sands of the desert as a fountain of 
this effect: “ We prohibit the laity from water : men drank of the life-giving stream, ) 
having the books of the Old and New and were refreshed. 7 | 
Testament, unless it be at most that any one The revival of the thirteenth century, — 
| wishes to have, from devotion, a Psalter, a associated in our minds with the Friends of 
| Breviary for the Divine Offices, or the God and the Brethrea of the Common Lot, 
Hours of the Blessed Mary ; but we forbid angst sa quite spent its force when in Germany 
x them in the most express manner tohavethe the movement began under 
tongue.” The Romaunt Version of Holy In that revival the interest of those who 
Scripture, due to the piety and caré of were impressed gathered round the Word of 
Peter Waldo of Lyons, was made a mark for © God. A few earnest persons would meet by 
appointment. After a hymn had been sung a 
23 seem to have been carried passage of Scripture was read and commented 
ey and to have given comfort upon. Thereafter the leader questioned those 
Toulouse to the birth of J Gre 
almost exactly one hundred years. another hymn. As they each person 
: Wycliffe, the “morning star of the 
: Reformation,”’ lays constant emphasis on the Gospel message been written. 
: again he says, “ Bible only is truth.” ft meditated on in secret. the schools of 
| is true that he places the seat of authority in the Brethren the teaching of Scripture had a 
‘ the harmony of reason and revelation ; but foremost place. Primary attention was given 
: of the mind and in its necessary workings, the to follow the footsteps of the Master. 
| light of faith can never be opposed to the And in the Communities which were after- 
‘tight of nature. Christ is the author and the 
; was diligently prosecuted, so that the | 
% many as possible. can be no doubt that 
4 this multiplication of the Word of God pre- 
; pared the way for the Reformation of the 
sixteenth century. 
% In his poignant spiritual distresses Martin 
3 Luther turned to the Scriptures. As he read, 
. he discovered that they were alive; the 
% words upon the page had “ hands and feet.” 
3 From that hour the Bible was to him the 
Scripture, tie Consent OT supreme rule of faith and conduct. He did 
% men, but we cannot accept unquestioningly a not, however, relate this vital experience very 
3 traditional interpretation. The Holy Ghost is closely to historical research. 
‘ the Primary Teacher. It is He who opens to He does not appear for instance to have 
4 us the meaning of Scripture. The reader of considered deeply questions of canonicity. 
gy the Sacred Oracles must receive enlighten- He hates Esther, he is rather contemptuous 
‘: ment from God Himself. “Christ’s law of James, he disapproves of Ecclesiastes, he is 
3 sufficeth by itself to rule Christ’s Church.” doubtful of the authority of Hebrews and the 
2 ing the Middle Ages the Bible was Apocalypse. His test of Scripture is the 
2 ccna mainly as a law-book directness of its testimony to Christ. Judged 
B: containing a series of propositions which by this standard certain books are of more 
& required assent and submission. With the value than others—as, for example, the 
& Reformation, on the other hand, the Scrip- Gospel and the First Epistle of John, the 
16 
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symbols agree in casting down tradition from 


its seat of power. In the Formula of Concord, 


to 


of the revelation en 


no other whatever than the 


have received the Scriptures from the Church, 
that is, by the consent of the household of 


faith. But the Church itself is built upon the 


and of the 


ew Testament.” Other Confessions are in © 


full agreement with this. At the 


tolic writings both of the 


of 


foundation of the apostles and prophets. We 


Dordt it was laid down as a primary rule of 


can not truly repose our faith upon the 


speculation or ecclesiastical tradition, 
conviction is wrought in our mind by the but only to the Written Word. 


persuaded that God is its author. This 


doctrine of Scripture until we are indubitably 


2. The Reformation Doctrine of Scripture 


presents the Bible as a living Book, instinct 
with the Breath of God, coming to us with a 


secret witness of the Holy +“ That 
the Holy Spirit 


alone is true faith which 


seals in our heart. 


, evidenced by its 


thus a threefold emphasis. ' redeeming 


of Scripture 


ion—priestly * 


1. It maintains the 
over the authority 
instruction, decrees of Councils 


mechanical fashion—a Word most authorita- 


tive and yet most free. 


tradit 


re- 


The Reformers mainta Nay 
equal emphasis 


with apparently 


, that the Bible is and that it 


contains the Word of God. Tholuck illustrates 


hei 


Trent to be ‘this distinction by the union of bodv and 


The seat of authority in matters of 


is declared by the Council of 
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trustec 

2 ther were persuaded and con- for example, we have the Protestant doctrines 
¥ vinced that the information they had received set forth in these terms: “ We believe, 
> came from God ; for God has always secured confess, and teach that the only rule and 
& to His Word an undoubted credit, superior norm, according to which all dogmas and all : 
: to all human opinion.” It is true that we doctors ought to be esteemed and judged, is 
= 

Synod 
love 
BS ining in its own light. 
= It is inspired throughout, but not in any 
a 


2 
P 
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** Ve also, together by Prayer.’’ 
Common Prayer. thie tie to ds cxeteding abundantly, 
y ‘above all we ask or think.” 
LET US GIVE THANKS— 


That Christ, both Saviour and Lord, the First and the Last, is King, and that all things, in heaven 
above and in earth beneath, are under His hand. 

That the Holy Spirit of God continues to work mi 
and power are around us everywhere, and in many lands. 

For the fervently expressed desire for spiritual revival on the part of many of God's children ; for a 
qui expectation of the Lord’s Ketern; and for the springing of new spiritual life 
among many. 


For the widened response to the Universal Week of Prayer ; anc for evidences already apparent of 
new spiritual power throughout the gatherings, at home and overseas. 


LET US PRAY— 


For all efforts towards new international understanding, the removal of jealousies ies and suspicions 
and the furtherance of Peace. 


For liberty of conscience, in lands where it is withheld ; for the accessibility of all nations 
to the Gospel of Christ, and for more messengers to preach it. 

For Pastor Niemoller, on February 7th, when he will face his that he 
experience the truth of x. 18-20. 

For new 


South Eastern Europe and the Near East. ¥ 
That a new spirit of prayer and fellowship may permeate and control new movements for reunion, 
end that may give place 
Spirit, and the bond of peace. 


mightjly, in the earth, and that tokens of His presence 


to the law of love and the unity which is in the © 


4 says, “ understands the Scriptures, unless he man or Church, but ‘upon God (Who = 

? be acquainted with the Cross.” is truth itself), he inte thereof; and 

As we have indicated, the leaders of the therefore it is to be received, because it is 

A Reformation did not attempt to frame a = the Word of God. : | 

logical formula which might sustain itself “ We may be moved and induced by the 

blow.” that Inspiration is §_ reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture; and 
Life—the in- ing of God—and therefore the heaveniiness of the matter, the efficacy 

: insusceptible of definition. One might as well of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the 

try to express under rigid terminology the consent of all the parts, the scope of the 

s regenerating fiat as attempt to analyse the whole (which is to give all glory to God), the 

i; divine afflatus. The product in either case full discovery it makes of the only way of 

: is manifest, and may evidence itself to a man's salvation, the many other incom- 

< variety of tests, but the process is inscrutable. parable exceliencies, and the entire perfec- 

5 One of the most significant statements of —_tion thereof, are arguments yey Oy doth 

| was drawn up by the divines of the West- of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full 

/ ‘ minster Assembly (a.p. 1647). persuasion and assurance of the infallible 

“ The authority of the Holy for truth and divine is from 

‘¢ which it ought to be believed obeyed, the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing 

‘ dependeth not upon the testimony of any witness by and with the Word in our hearts.” 

| 
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in 
with a normal population of 65 thousand 
now has 200 thousand. There are other and 


One is the constant fear 
of , both from the sea and 
from the air. A few airplanes are sighted, 
the people scatter for shelter, faces drawn 
@ith concern and dread. There is a constant 
nervous tension, and one jumps at the least 
explosion of a Nor is this the most 


‘No bread” is a familiar slogan. 
queues of people wait sometimes all 
to obtain food, only, in many cases, 
return home with little or no 


commodities as sugar, milk, meat, ish and - 
“many others are not seen or tasted, at times 


for many a long day. The writer stayed two 
days in a town where no bread had been 
tasted for fifteen days, and the end was not 
a in sight. Fortunately, in most districts 

such things as grapes, onions and other 


“ There are just one or two other things I 
might mention in this brief report. One is 
elements on the side of the Government, and 
that Socialism controls much in the present 


day, the assurance is given that this will ail 


> 


yg At this time our thoughts, 
in Danger *’ and, we hope, prayers, are 
with our friends 

in Spain, especially in id, where the 
strain of constant bombardments from the 
air and other war conditions must be ener- 
va The beloved Agent of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, Sefior Adolfo 
Arauco (who tas lost two sons in the war) 
has written a little volume which deserves 
tiigh praise. He has kindly sent us an auto- 
phed copy, which Rev. W. H. Rainey 
oe reviewed for us in the following - 


written with tears and with my heart’s blood. 
The mouths of my two sons who fell in the 
fratricidal conflict now 


believes that, even as his own faith in God 
has been strengthened by the trials through 
which he has passed, so will the Spanish 
ving observed them during the present 


crisis, his admiration is unbounded. Once ~— 


pleasure-loving and indolent, the people have 
refreshed , with a new 


*( Un Tesoro on ” (A Treasure in 


Danger) by. Adolfo “Union Poli- 
grafica. 
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[h in training. The Republic still has plenty of | except in a few places, has been definitely 
. i men in reserve, added to which are the many proved. I spoke with an intelligent woman, 
Ff thousands of refugees distributed principally | escaped recently from Granada, who assured 
j me that in that city alone some sixteen 
3 put to death.” 
words : 
A Treasure in Danger”’ is a remarkable 
: book. In its pages we listen to the voices of 
4 the dead. The author, a Spanish intellectual 
; prominent in Christian work, tells us so in 
3 vegetables can be easily obtained, but these are closed by death. The pen that would 
F are not enough to feed a nation on, jally have sung of justice and truth has fallen to 
1. a the ground. I take it up and speak for them 
P of social justice and progressive Christianity.” 
. 1s not on scarcity so muc The “ Treasure *’ which is in danger is, the 
| as on the swollen population and lack of author tells us, the spiritual life of Spain. 
transportation. I was told, “We have “Thrown into a ditch. alas, too often by 
* enough resources to resist ten years.’ The those who should have treasured it as a 
" war must be won, and the fighting forces _ priceless heritage.’ The object of the book is | 
7 secure the first attention. This, however, to show the value of true Christianity, as 
- ‘does not make any less real the terrible contrasted with the counterfeit, and to 
¥ famine raging. persuade the Spanish people to retrieve it. 
| As a Protestant worker, I was able to 
3 determine that for the Protestants there is ee 
q fall religious liberty,-and that this liberty Voca on Ips. 
would be gradually extended to all others, 
< ) including the Catholic Church, as it is 
possible to do so. In Insurgent territory, 
" | however, the persecution of Protestants, 
22 ~, 
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| 
arcs ne SUDDO OF waiting OL tie atts rs, im so i as 

students, who are too poor to pay fees, or they relate to the Protestant faith, is placed 

4 even to contribute to their support. Con- m the hands of the State with the exception 
4 tributions should be sent to the General of Divine Service itself, and then only in so 
9 Secretary, World's Evangelical Alliance far as the actual affirmation of Christian 
‘ (British Organisation), 19, Russell Square, doctrine and the actual ritual are concerned. 
a London, W.C.1. And even the Divine Service is not really 
4 
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the Editor of the 
times the Archbishop of 
Relations York expresses the gratitude 
With the of many for the fulness and 
State fairness of its news and 
comments on the relations 


of Herr Hitler’s bodyguard, A 
is opinion that “ those 


outlined were " We have 
continuously urged in these columns the 
view that 18 
hindered by the Nazi the 


‘show itself generous’ according 
Churches show themselves to be (politically) — 


the seriousness of the situation revealed by 
Herr Kerrl’s latest actions and utterances. 


ALetter _ The letter to The Times 
to referred to above states : 
The Times 


“ It is difficult to see how a 
Christian Church in Germany 
can survive as an outward organization. By 
the decrees announced in his recent 
November 23rd and December llth) Herr 
errl, the Minister for Church Affairs, 
completes the process of taking practically 


ments, and therefore of the t 
and of the kind of doctrine, is to be 
allowed in Church. What doctrines will, 


taboo (sacrosanct) for the Church as 
well. . . . The Will of Our Father is given to 
us in our Blood. Everything which National 
Socialism is now doing for the community, for 
the preservation of the Nation, is doing the 
Will of God. . . . The Jew is the instrument 
of bastardization, also of Communism. This 
tuberculous bacillus must be insulated by us. 


- It is this which means carrying out the Will 


of God; . . . There has now arisen a new 
authority as to what Christ and Christianity 
really are—i.c., Adolf Hitler. . . . There 
Nationalist basis. . .. f any Church 
Officer makes an attack on our Movement or 
on the State, then his right to be an official 
ina ic legal ization will be cancelled. 
Kerrl telis us that the 
as t 


‘trustworthy’ (The Times, December 13th). 
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free; it is, and has long been, under the 

agents, and there is li that the Minister 

can say that cannot be used against him if all Church appointments, and therefore of the 

the secular authorities wish to do so. What _ type of pastor, and of the kind of doctrine to 

is the outlook ? Little by little the State is be allowed in the Charch. wg Pare dt 

closing in on the Churches. Pastor after doctrines 

Pastor is arrested, and, little by little, all of Race, Blood Soil, and are prepared tu 

the leading members of the Protestant Church recognize Herr Hitler as the infallible 

are silenced, whether by being sent to prison authority upon what Christianity is. 

or by being forbidden to preach or being 

expelled from their parishes. We may expect 

the coming year to be one of great trial— | 

t as though the Confessional Church 

will be driven underground, so to speak, by 

the police and by the rigours of the laws in 

force against it, and that the struggle will 

and little known Pastors or st of 

theology, who, in their turn, will no doubt be cE hole Control Of the Church into his own 

put to silence. It is quite likely that all the hands. The only freedom that is to be left to 

voices which have spoken so oo peed on the Churches is in matters of ‘ doctrine.’ 

behalf of the Protestant Faith will be heard § The powers, however, which Herr Kerri has 

no longer, at least for the time being.” taken over, in particular those of finance, 
give him the control of all Church appoint- 
be indicated by a few extracts from Herr 
Kerri’s speech of February 13th ult. :— 

“ The primary assumptions of the State as it 
are genuinely eager both for uni 
and for: ated with 
Germany would be, greatly encouraged if 
some official iation of the policy there 
German Evangelical Churches. We have 
even suggested a deputation to Herr Hitler 
to impress this claim, and should be thankful 
if the suggestion could be carried out. In . 
the meantune we quote a further letter in 
The Times, signed by the Bishops of Bristol, 

Chelmsford, St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich 

Lichfield, and Salisbury, also by Dr. A. E. 

Garvie, and the “General Secretary of the 

World’s Evangelical Alliance. It emphasises [ia 
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a 


it 


it 


is the sect of so-called organizations, have been suppressed by the | 
=f Kerri's own. They accept “ There are 140 pastors and lay-workers of 
(it the Gospels. to the ex- the Confessional Church now in prison, 
and harmonise them with 
to be illegal, bases itself the cause of religious freedom, 
B legal constitution of the cause of Christianity itself. 
FF Church, the make it clear that since the 
| lays down that the : appeared 
: as given to us in 20th) more 
: be the ‘ inviolable basis pastors 
£ Church. This constitution was been released. These, 
yy a Law of the Reict moller, and 
A 
taken 
nd Under 
that | 
4 party if 
3 cent. of 
at the 
her words it 
number of 
4 refore would 
the total 
> votes on this 
only thirty-eight per 
Fs the new religion of Race, BSSa"a= he Government came in 
rasant Party, then 
Religious The letter concludes Guard and then the “ National 
3 Freedom “ Herr Kerri has it now Party”, of which M. Octavian 
: or in his power to ensure also _iieader. 
AN Self-Sacrifice that every future pastor of In view of its failure to 
4 to the religion which is ‘trustworthy. M. Tatarescu resigned, 
§ It is now illegal for the Confessional Churchto surprise the King 
& give lectures to theological students and all §Goga who has a very in 
$ teachers in the universities are subject to new Parliament to form a Govérnment. The 
3 the strict control of the State. Party which he reat is strongly . 
a “ The culminating blows in the des anti-Semitic. It is too early ~~ 
/ of the Christian Church are not unexpect ill be his attitude towards 
a For years past the exponents of the reli in the land, though the 
- of race have had complete freedom be acknowledged that 
‘@ speech, while that right was denied intolerance of Evangelical 
those who attacked Christianity, or present Prime Minister 
: maligned individual Christians ~ but twenty years ago as Minister 
- the defence. Public meetings, too, have not then known as an i 
4 encouraged for the attackers, prohibit igious freedom. But it does 
= the defenders. Large numbers of his attitude to-day would be 
4 Christian publications, and of i . 
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Before the late Government left office, 
undertakings had been given both by the 
Minister of Cults and by the Vice-President 
of the Council in the name of the Cabinet as a 
whole, that the full rights and liberty of the 
Baptists throughout the whole of Rumania 
should be established upon a basis of law. It 
is also reported that verbal promises in a 
similar spirit were given to representatives of 
other groups. 
At the time of going to press no information 
has been received indicating that the new 
Government will not and carry out 
the undertakings given its predecessor. 
We deplore its anti-Semitic bias, but there is 
reason to assume, in the absence of official 
declarations or actions in an opposite sense, 


that 
The i ion that this is is 


impression 

deepened by the New Year's address of the 
King as reported in the press. He has 
stressed the importance of tolération and in 
Rumania the influence of the King is a factor 


of supreme 

We await developments not without 
- anxiety, since the attitude of the Eastern 
Orthodox Church in the past does not 
suggest that its influence will be used for 
religious freedom. We hope that the new 
will be strong enough to makes its resistance 
effective. 


Ninmetieth § February the seventeenth, 


Anniversary 1938, will see the ninetieth 
- of the Anniversary of the establish- 
Waldensian ment of freedom of 
Church for the Waldensian Ch 
Missions in Italy. Ninety yéars ago, 
3 the edict of King Carlo 
Alberto conferred emancipation and equality 
of citizenship with Roman Catholics upon 
his Vaudois subj Little wonder that 
year 


_ fulfilled all the hopes at that time entertained. 


A letter from Rome some of the 
disappointment which feel who had 
_ expected much from the change. 


The heart 
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This,” says the writer, “ is a time of trial. 
We Waldenses have a feeling that the 
‘ evil day * has come upon us, spoken of by the 
Apostle Paul when writing, from this city of 
many an * evil y’ in the , and with 
God's help we were able to and to stand. 
But this present ‘ evil day,’ different as it may 
appear from those that jeopardised in ancient 
days the very existence of our little Church, is. 

even more dark and threatening.” 

words, and all the sadder because of 
that which the writer must leave 
-breaking financial strain which the 
mission Churches entails cannot be put into a 


letter. 


Italian 
Methodists 


The General Secretary of 
the Methodist Missionary 
Society, Rev. G. E. Hick- 
Religious man johnson, in charge of 
Persecution the work in Latin Europe 
recently revisited the Italian 

Churches in the mountain villages of the 
beautiful Abruzzi country and writes : “These 
villages, far away from the free life of the 
cities, are priest-ridden and our people have 
to endure no little opposition and persecution 
bog boldness in leaving the Church of 
“ One of the most interesting examples is 


and 


church, they hold services in the schoolroom 
beneath. The sturdy society of 300 Method- 


at the mountain village of San Sebastiano, 
where for about eight years some 300 hardy 
villagers have fearlessly maintained their 
right to worship God in the way they have 
chosen. Neither threats nor persuasion of 
the priests move them. Forbidden by the 
local authorities to worship in their beautiful 
for this deliverance granted to them from an ists have maintained their loyalty and 
age-old bondage. witness to their evangelical faith, despite 
Since the year 1848, there has been a incessant opposition and petty persecution 
further decree by which the status of the from the local priests. Their church, built 
Waldensian Church has been raised from one six years ago, has never yet been opened ; 
of “ toleration” to that of an “admitted” the priests have succeeded in provoking 
sect. : delay in the normal operations of the law. 
This new concession was at first hailed with The long-suffering patience of our people 
joy as the striking off of the last shackles of may be rewarded im the near future. 


and it can 
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Reunion Notes 


matter of church attendance ; it is even mere 
evident in the undermining of parental 


authority and the absence of parental ex- | 
| religion in the home. As this issue 


of Evangelical Christendom is to press 
a united meeting is taking place at the Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, to voice the need for a 
national revival of Family Prayers. We hope 
to report the speeches at this meeting in our 
next issue. It is an echo of more than one 
t meeting on the subject 
forid’s Evangelical Alliance during the War 

1915), presided over by the Archbishop of 

terbury (Dr. Davidson). The present 

Archbishop of Canterbury is similarly inter- 
ested, and the Caxton Hall meeting, at 
which his Grance is to preside, is an outcome 
of his notable recall of the nation (Dec. 1936) 
to religion. 

We believe that the family altar is still 
maintained in many homes. To revive the 
practice raises some questions, the most 
notable of which is that of enquiry how in 
these days of rush and stress opportunity 
can be found in the average home for the 

t 


the changed conditions of lifé 
today make it di@icalt spon en how 


convenient to all. Others may dismiss the 
suggestion as impossible ; but we speak from 
long and happy when we urge that 
the family altar may be erected by making 
use of that meal, whether morning or evening, 
wh'-h brings together the heads of the 
family and the largest number of those who 

are its other members. Five minutes; ten at 
with circumstances, 
at the close of the meal, and even without 
moving from the table, will in time become a 
habit, and a blessing, if it is devoted to the 


recognition and worship of Him Who is the 


Founder of the home, and Who Himself 


arranged by the 


The Ireland The visit to London and 
That Ia To Be Downing Street of Mr. De 
Valera raises the question 

of the future of Ireland from more standpoints 
than one. The hearts of all must necessarily 
out in sympathy with the remnants of 
Evangelical Ireland, as far as the South and 
Tens of thousands of 


_ Irish Protestants have left these parts, some 


of them representing families which have 
been rooted in the soil for centuries. Those 
who remain have a special claim on our 


. realise. What of the future? Writing in t 


Christian Irishman, Rev. F. C. Gibson says : 


We are, to-day in a world 
and in that world I . with its 
centuries of to the Church of Rome, 


All our piety or wit cannot erase a line, 
Or wash one word out from it. 


to attempt the task and the ee 
What is the Ireland of the future going to be ? 


| The Revival No thoughtful person can dwelt with His parents being subject unto 
._f of Family § deny that during the last them, and throughout His earthly ministry 
. Prayers fifty years of our national manifested in many ways His love of the 7 
! life we have increasingly | home and His affection for home ties and . 
-_ slipped away from the moorings of the faith _relationships, The method adopted in carry- 
t and fear of God. This is seen to-day in the ing out Family Prayer, the frequency of the 
-& practice, the plan of Scripture reading, and 
the prayers, whether extempore or prepared 
8 and responsive, can be adapted. But the 
‘tf practice itself will bring untold blessing, and 
& with all seriousness we commend its revival. 
1 
3 unsurmountable difficulties, is changing too. 
—% The Ireland that our fathers knew is passing away, 
5 revolutionary crisis a new Ireland is y. but 
2 surely emerging. Let then, our ores. asa h, 
$ be turned away from the irrevocable past of which 
4 it 1s true 
a And let them be fixed on the future, which we 
a may alter, if we have but the faith 
7 While there are unquestionably many things in 
# the critical times through which we are ing to 
é in I , mevertheless, there are also many 
¢ things that inspire within us the ya that we 
3 beloved land. 
28 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


( 


- Commons the Prime Minister 


of denunciation as unist and consequent 
“ padiocking “” of the house as a communist 
meeting place. 

The World's Evangelical 
the Iraq Alliance has spiritual affin- 
Assyrians ities with the Assyrian 

Christians, and its influence 

has all been directed to the appease- 


replied recently 
to a suggestion that a small committee be 
inted to make enquiries as to the 

ity of settling the 30,000 homeless 


the rest of the 
ve operated just as strongly in the case of the 
territories within the Colonial Empire. Despite 
ttention which the Government have 
given to the matter, the difficulties in the way of 
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consider that it would serve any usefal purpose 
to set up a fresh committee of inquiry as proposed 
by my ble friend. 

His Majesty's Government in the United 
Kingdom will, however, continue as in the past 
to give all the assistance that can to the 
League Council's Committee, they have 
already informed the League of their inten- 
tion to recommend Parliament to vote a sub- 
stantial te share (amounting to 
nearly (22,000) of the cost of a scheme, estim- 
stad So Grune 008, 
by the Council of the League on September 

last to establish on a satisfactory material basis 
nearly 9,000 Assyrians from Iraq who have been 


commemorated it is helpful 
secular Press willing to put forward the view 
that Protestantism is the outcome of the 
Reformation, and the Reformation is indis- 
solubly connected with the nature and 


‘authority of the Biblical message. In this 


issue of Evangelical Christendom we include 
two articles by writers of outstanding ability 
and ripe knowledge witnessing to the intimate 
relationship of the Reformation and the 
Bible ; not merely to the Bible as a book, 
but to those distinctive spiritual and eternal 
truths of Holy Scripture on which the 
Reformation was fought and Protestantism 
stands. It is only, or mainly, on this ground 
that the ecclesiastical autocracy and tradi- 
tions of the Roman Catholic Church can be 
fought and met, and it was, we assert, on this 
ground that Luther and other Reformers 


stood in the terms of “ Here I stand, I can 
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| 
The conversion wae short and ts reply ic conditions have proved to 
The question of settling Assyrians in the | 
have nothing to from you. My career as a Dominions is s matter for the Dominion Govern- 
police officer and the course which I have followed ments themselves. The Dominions have, how- 
; What I have written to you must be sufficient for Committee League Council, and they have 
you if you know how to read.” made it clear that for various reasuns they are 
. a of Quebec the Bible is banned unable to accept the Assyrian community in their 
as communistic territories. 
Out missionary has also been advised not to In the circumstances, I that I do not 
hold any pra meeting or other religious 
| in houses because of the danger | 
ty ment of their , More ¢s y in 7 
| relation to their homeless condition. In a 
+ written answer to a question in the House of provisionally resettled by the League Committ 
3 on the River Khabur in north-eastern Syria. As 
2 regards the Assyrians remaining in [raq, his 
| Majesty's Government have been 
: from the declaration recently made to League 
: Council by the Iraqi Minister for foreign Affairs 
: from this reply : League in due course of the resultant report and 
‘ So far as territory administered under the of the effect which had been given to its recom- 
his Majesty's Government in the mendetions. 
L& United Kingdom is concerned, most thorough 
4 given possibility of resett! 
to An 0 of the initial and of the Reforma 
Lt i which was begun when the Council The Bible tion ich restored to us 
. of the of Nations decided in October, 1933, the English Bible are to be 
; to aim at resettlement of this community out- 
. side Iraq, a scheme for settlement within the 
oa - Colony of British Guiana was put before the 
4 Committee of the League Council, which is 
responsible for handling the Assyrian 
é The League Committee were, however, obliged to 
After the abandonment by the League in 
July, 1936, of a further scheme for the settlement 
of the Assyrians eee 
prevented a successful outcome of the attempt 
4 ; settlement of Assyrians in 
British territories which are not 


- . 
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Here was one marvel——a woman 
an Anglican 
ev. T. P. R. Kirk, 


the Vicar (the 


MEMORIAM 
DR. DINSDALE YOUNG 


IN 


> 


The Executive Council of the World’s Evangelical Alliance adopted 


on ie 27th, 1938, the following Minute :— 
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Spiritual | When. some months 
t, but from } tion of the Ir 

| 4 ther 
have learned with 
th of Dr. Di Thomas By his death 
i has lost one of its most fai and honoured | 
4 | 1 of Christ, and the Methodist Church one of its | 
i; . Endowed with unusual physical, vocal, and | 
7 | nsdale Young for more than sixty years maintained | 
& in which the glowing fervour of his — | 
Pa: the inspiration, authority, and a of | 
Es | ord of God; to its revelation of the love of God in | 
3 | st jesus, risen Lord and coming King; and to the unity in Truth | 
2 Him. For more than years | | 
: Member of the Council of the World's 

times to further its aims and objects, 
i its principles. The Council recall with 
% gave last year at the Mansion House, | 
4 | pel.” While separated for a season 
: | wey pray that others like-minded 
* "4 in his footsteps. They express to the : 
a sincere sympathy in their loss of so 
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library. When his followers remonstrated the 
Emir savagely answered : ‘ Are the contents 
of these volumes in the Koran? Very well, 
not needed. Are 


virtues, who in ‘earthen vessels’ bear a 


No Recognition We feel sure the very | 

of large majority of our 
Abyssinian readers would 

of the British Govern- 

ment to recognise the Italian conquest 

(we prefer the word rape) of Abyssinia. It is 


to exploit the occasion to secure 
recognition by Great Britain of the 
of Abyssinia; and we desire to voice the 


is in a pre-eminent measure 


of Anglo-Italian relations to the same 
kind of i of the Abyssinian 
"s plight as British di secured 


the inhabitants of the Congo thirty years 
ago, well and good. tha 
that whole issue, as recorded in Professor 
Trevelyan’s “ Grey of Fallodon,” is instruc- 
tive in more ways than one. But we are con- 
vinced that Christian opinion will be as 
strong now as it was then in resisting any 
policy that will commit us to winking at the 
oppression of native peoples. It is Italy that 
has done, and is doing, the wrong ; and it is 
from Italy that an offer to remedy it must 
first come. 


A 1938 The very first thing a Pro- 
Message to testant missionary does 
the Mission upon entering a new coun- 


| But proponents of absolute totalitarianism “ It is not merely that our Government, 2 
| are not wanting. The philosophy _ elected less than two ago to support a | 
: ordered the entire destruction of a vast to compound the original felony of the in- 
vasion of Abyssinia, but recognition will also 
— with it condonation of the systematic 
ties which have marked the Italian 
ay occupation ever since, and which, ifthe un- 
their contents not in the Koran? Destroy 
them likewise, they are false.’ and We 
“Of course the two objections made to continue indefinitely. We are convinced 
against Evangelical missions in Angola are that Christian public opinion in this country, 
absurd, as well as mutually exclusive. There and in the English-speaking world generally, 
| is a golden mean between ‘nothing’ and will refuse to be a party to such a policy. 
i ‘everything Evangelical missions are brought i 
doing considerable work in Angola the that our country 
a. which is witnessed to by frequent apprecia- the trustee for Christian civilisation in Africa; 
(te tions in newspapers. But there is no tidal and. in a continent where news travels from 
Ee wave with engulfing danger back of it. mouth to mouth almost as quickly as by 
it Evangelical missionaries in Angola as else- wireless, native opirtion cannot but be 
| where are a body of men and women withthe affected most prejudicially both against 
4 average endowment of human frailties and pritich rule and against the Christian faith 
Fe siricerely desire the well being of the native bate 
meer ty and the historic If the Government should use an 
££ she carries forward in Africa and in other 
7 parts of the world.” 
ee some time now since an influentially worded 
a representation on this subject signed by a 
as leaders in England and 
4a was forwarded to the Press, and we 
S quote it, in the hope that our cont i 
in foreign parts will help to the 
% sympethy which is felt for the Abyssinian . 
po. both as to their country and nation. 
statement was as follows : Bing to translate the 
“ It seems clear, from Italian interpreta- into the —— 
tions of the Prime Minister's correspondence of that people—the last thing that 
x with Signor Mussolini, that Italy intends | would ever think of doing. This is the guar- 
, antee of Protestant permanence. The Pro- 
testant Reformation put the Bible in the 
hands of the people. Every time we find 
grave @ 10Ns are tat consolation, inspiration and blessing in its 
any such prospect among the Christian people “te voi pages we are in debt to the | 
of this country. formation. 
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S. J. W. CLARK. Rotanp Atiex. (World practical value. and all by authors of experience and 

Pre, 2) A splendid sixpennyworth. Well done, 
This is an important contribution to missionary LV.F.! 3 pi 


“The man who saw truth about Foreign THE MAN THEY CRUCIFIED. By Dr. Howaro 
whose passion it was to strengthen co-ordinate Booklet, price > oe 
the work of Foreign Missions, and to help forward Contains some moving storics illustrating from 
the cause of Christ by having the world fieki the writer's own experience the saving power of 
surveyed so that overlapping might be avoided and Him * by Whose stripes we are z 
strategic positions occupied. He founded the —— é 
World Missionary Survey and created and endowed a WITH CHRIST IN AFRICA. By Rev. D. A 
Trust to carry this idea into practice. The result is Macponatp. (Marshall, M & Scott. 2/6) 
: that from the World Dominion Press a stream of This is « book of real value for it 


Field Church of service is now retired from his labours. 
ander a debt for the stimulating and thought The ¢ 
aamescapams | thus set forth. The on the men as in these Stewart of Lovedale, 
cover with “ Let no one who is to face Donald Fraser and The writer's shrewd 
criticism of missions read this book sense is felt throughout e.g., “ what are the chief 
j.c.L. qualifications of a ? The Grace of God 
— is his best guide ? 
IS THERE NOT A CAUSE? By Rev. Peres M. The Bible. Let him abide fast by its transcendent 
Carsmoim. (2/- net, 3d.) Obtainable $message of salvation for all men, and by its counsel, 
from the Author, Free Church Manse, Lochalsh, and it will be his safeguard mistakes and 
Scotland. carry him through all trials difficulties. . . .” 
The author has evidently made long study of Finally, let no one think to convert the African, but 
prophecy and here seeks to embody some results of he who is converted himself the love of Jesus in 
that how prophecy been fulfilled § a converted soul is a spring that never. dries.” 
and yet shall be. Evidence of wide reading is seen J.c.L. 
this book which, to students of an latent 
} 
dealhng with the question a of its 
Canstian accept as husband one who while truly My 
loving her 1s yet an unbeliever Coben's stock 
THE -NEBUCHADNEZZAR SYMPHONY—and 
other stories by B. M. W. Grawrorr. MESSIAH THE PRINCE. By F. Torres. 
(Thynne, 1/3) (Thynne. 1/6). 
Very well told stories of high tone and dramatic The foreword states. “ This thought-provoking 
power. book . . . discusses in detail a view of Daniel's 
oe seventy weeks—four hundred and ninety years— 
THE CHURCH FINANCED. By Rev. Marrusw as a complete period ‘ determined upon thy peoins.” 
Francis. (Thynne, 6d.) and mot having the seventieth week separated from 
Mr. Francis writes not as a theorist but gives the the other sixty-nine by a iod of two thousand 
wi 


result of his experence im this valuable little years! Stadents of 
brochure. Church Treasurers should read it and clear 


get their pastors to preach on this subject which is and much discussed prophecy of Daniel ix. 
so intimately linked with Revival. Mal. 3. 8-12; — : 
2 Chron. 31. 5-10. ae THE MESSAGE OF THE CONSTELLATIONS. 
— By H. M. Bewrizy. (Thynne. 2/6). 
COME, FOLLOW. Edited by Mitprep Case. This book is the interesting result of some years 
Gree tee Sees Se) study on that subject under the guidance of such 
This “call to service” | make a strong writers as Dr. Baullinger, Dr. Seiss and others. 


A quaint book which might be useful for children’s 
generally. papers are of thrilling interest and | j.c.L. 
| All books for review wader this heading should be addressed to the Editor, 
| “ EVANGELICAL Curistewpom,” 19, Russell Square, London, W 
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Books Worth Reading 
: leterature has steadily flowed which on th pyect gives the interesting reminiscences and matu 
FF of Indigenous Churches, Missios methods, and impressions of a pioneer missior who after long 
| 
; ytical study of that important 
3 
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